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Map Activity
Follow the instructions to complete the activity. NAME

DATE
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Using the information on page 9 of the book, fill in the blanks with the names of the  
tall building demolitions that took place in each location. Use information found in  
the book and research online to briefly explain why each location is important or unique.
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True or False
Follow the instructions to complete the activity. 

Page
1 of 1Reference: All Pages

Using the information in Demolition Experts, verify whether the following information  
is true or false. Check your answers in the book. List the page number where you found  
your information beside your answer.

True

False

Page
Number

The Central Police Station in 
Christchurch, New Zealand, was 
expertly brought down in May 2015. 
The building had been damaged by  
a flood. 

Statement 1

True

False

Page
Number

The 1515 Tower in West Palm  
Beach, Florida, crumpled when  
2,000 pounds (907 kilograms) of 
dynamite did its work.

Statement 2

True

False

Page
Number

Workers may cut through steel 
supports on bridges that are being 
prepared for blasting. 

Statement 3

True

False

Page
Number

Life as a blaster means wearing 
protective clothing, such as a 
fluorescent jumpsuit and soft shoes.

Statement 4

True

False

Page
Number

Geotextile fabric is often wrapped 
around the outside of a condemned 
building. This ensures that debris  
does not fly around and helps protect 
the environment.

Statement 5
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Fill in the Blanks
Follow the instructions to complete the activity. NAME

DATE
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Use the information found in Demolition Experts to help you complete the following activity.

1.  Cutting rocks such as granite into  makes it easier to store and  
move them.

2. The angle,  , and spacing of the holes used in “drill and blast”   
 methods must suit the make-up of the rock being blasted.

3.  The explosives engineers and other workers who build tunnels beneath New York City 

are known as  .

4.  must be kept away from detonators when they are in use.

5.  Explosive demolition is an unusual and potentially  career.

6. On March 26, 2000, the Seattle Kingdome set a world record for being the     

  building ever demolished.
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Know Your Numbers
Follow the instructions to complete the activity. NAME

DATE

Page
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C. 45 
Using the drill and blast method, New York City engineers 
are blasting through rock that is more than this many 
million years old.

D. 1,640 
Almost this many pounds of dynamite was  
used to demolish the Trojan Cooling Tower.

E. 19 
The Cockenzie Power Station in Scotland had been in 
operation for in this many years before being demolished. 

A. 2,800
When the Royal Canberra Hospital in Australia was 
demolished, debris shot as far as this many feet away. 

B. 350
During the mid-1800s, explosives were used to build this 
many tunnels along the Transcontinental Railway in the 
United States.

Using information from the book, select an answer from the right and write its letter in the 
box beside the correct statement.
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Number the events below in the order they would appear on the timeline. Write the number 
in the box beside each event.

Dynamite is invented and  
patented, creating safer and  
more powerful explosions.

Gunpowder is used in mining for  
the first time in Banska Stiavnica,  
a Slovakian town.

Holy Trinity Cathedral is the first 
building demolished by explosives.

Construction begins on the East Side 
Access Tunnel in New York City.

Martin Tower, a 331.4-foot (101-m) 
building in Pennsylvania, is brought 
down in a matter of seconds.

4.63 billion pounds (2.1 billion kg) of 
explosives are used for mining in the 
United States.

Timeline Activity
Follow the instructions to complete the activity. 

1800 2000 20501900 195017001600 1650 1750 1850

3 41 2 5 6
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Quiz
Test your knowledge by answering these quiz questions. 

1 When was dynamite created?

2 What is a head blaster called?

3 Where does a demolition engineer blast granite?

4 How are subway tunnels made?

5 Which tall Detroit building was imploded in 1998?

6 What is wrapped around a building to keep spectators safe?

7 Which long tunnel was made using dynamite and opened in 1882?

8 How many people will travel in the East Side Access Tunnel per day upon  
its completion?

9 What is the full name of the explosive used to demolish steel?

10 Which 30-story Florida building needed to be demolished because of  
hurricane damage?

Reference: All Pages
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Key Words Match-Up
Write the words from the list below in the box above the  
correct definition for each word.

NAME

DATE

Page
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blueprints
condemned
cooling tower 
data
demolished

detonated
footprint 
foundation
gravity 
redeveloped

1.  
the part of a building or other structure 
that connects it to the ground

2.  
the force that causes objects to be pulled 
toward other objects

3.  
in the case of a building, judged unfit  
or unsafe to be used

4.  
a large chimney-like tower that is used to 
remove heat from a power plant or other 
type of factory

5.  
used for new construction projects 

6.  
detailed technical drawings that show the 
design of a building, vehicle, or machine

7.  
taken apart or destroyed

8.  
caused something to explode

9.  
information and facts, often in the  
form of numbers

10.  
the amount of space on the ground that is 
covered by a building or other structure

Your
Score is
Your

Score is
Your

Score is
Your

Score is

      %

KEY WORDS
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1 1867

2 Master blaster

3 In a quarry

4 By using drills and explosives underground

5 J. L. Hudson’s Department Store

6 Geotextile fabric

7 Gotthard Railway Tunnel

8 More than 160,000

9 Cyclotrimethylenetrinitramine

10 1515 Tower

Quiz Answer Key
Compare your quiz answers with the answer key below.
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