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Anatomy of a River
Follow the instructions to complete the activity. 

Page
1 of 1

 Look at the pictures of the river sections below, and read the descriptions of them.  
Match each picture with its proper description. Write your answer in the box inside  
each picture.

 A river’s trunk is its main 
channel. The trunk is sometimes 
also called the mainstem.

 A river’s roots are the streams 
that empty into its delta. Here, 
sediment and water flow into 
the ocean.

 Branches flowing into a river 
are called tributaries. As these 
streams flow into a river, they 
bring water and sediment.

Reference: Page 9
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Write a Descriptive Paragraph
Follow the instructions to complete the activity. 

Page
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 The Mississippi River is home to many amazing creatures. Research online and in the library 
to learn more about a creature that lives along or in the Mississippi River. Then use the 
information you learned to write a descriptive paragraph about it.

 A descriptive paragraph is a group of sentences that describes a noun. A noun is a person, 
place, or a thing. To write a descriptive paragraph, you will need many describing words. 
Describing words are called adjectives.

 A descriptive paragraph has three parts. The first part is the topic sentence. The topic 
sentence is usually the first sentence. It tells readers what the paragraph will be about and 
catches their attention. Supporting sentences generally follow the topic sentence. They 
provide details explaining or supporting the topic sentence. At the end of a descriptive 
paragraph, a sentence wraps up, or summarizes, the ideas expressed in the paragraph.  
This is called the concluding sentence. It is usually a strong sentence.

 Topic Sentence

 Supporting Sentences

 Concluding Sentence

Reference: Pages 12–13
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Write a Biography
Follow the instructions to complete the activity. 

Page
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 Many individuals have explored the Mississippi River. Research online, and choose 
an explorer that you are interested in learning more about. Make sure you choose an 
individual who has explored the Mississippi River. Then, try researching and writing a 
biography about that person using this concept web as a guide.

•  Where does or did  
this individual reside?

•  Does of did he or she  
have a family?

Adulthood

•  What did you learn from 
the information you read 
in your research?

•  Would you suggest  
these sources to others?

•  Was anything missing  
from these sources?

•   Where and  
when was this  
person born?

•  Describe his or her  
parents, siblings,  
and friends. 

•  Did this person grow  
up in unusual 
circumstances?

•  What is this person’s  
life’s work?

•  Has he or she received 
awards or recognition  
for accomplishments?

•  How have  
this person’s 
accomplishments  
served others?

•  What was this person’s 
education?

•  What was his or her work 
experience?

•  How does this person work; 
what is or was the process he or 
she uses or used?

•  Did this individual have  
a positive attitude?

•  Did he or she receive  
help from others?

•  Did this person  
have a mentor?

•  Did this person face  
any hardships?

•  If so, how were the hardships 
overcome?

Your Opinion

Childhood

Main  
Accomplishments

Work and Prepa-
ration

Help and 
Obstacles

WRITING A 
BIOGRAPHY

Reference: Pages 14–15
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Write a Biography
Follow the instructions to complete the activity. 
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Mapping the Rivers
Follow the instructions to complete the activity. 

 Look at the map below. Match each river to the correct location by writing its name in the 
appropriate box.

 Amazon River
 Mississippi River
 Murray River
 Nile River
 Volga River
 Yangtze (Chang) River

Atlantic 
Ocean

Pacific 
Ocean

Pacific 
Ocean

Indian 
Ocean

North 
America

South 
America

Africa

Australia

Asia

Europe

Southern 
Ocean

Antarctica

Reference: Pages 16–17
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Mississippi River Timeline
Follow the instructions to complete the activity. 

Page
1 of 1

Use the book, and research in the library and online, to create a list of important events in 
the history of the Mississippi River. Your list should include at least 10 events. Organize the 
events by time period, from oldest to most recent. Then, use your list of events to create  
a timeline. 

YEAR EVENT

Reference: Pages 20–21
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Quiz
Test your knowledge by answering these quiz questions. 

Page
1 of 3

True or False?
Decide whether the following statements are true or false. If the statement is false,  
make it true.

1 About 100 species of wildlife live in or on the Mississippi River.

2 Creole and Cajun cooking developed in Minnesota.

3 The Mississippi River begins as a tiny stream.

4 Hernando de Soto gave Louisiana its name.

5 Travelers can still ride on the Delta Queen.

6 Cotton is grown in the Mississippi Delta.

Reference: All Pages
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Quiz
Test your knowledge by answering these quiz questions. 

Page
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Short Answer
Answer the following questions using information from the book.

1 What are the three sections of the Mississippi River?

2 In the water cycle, where does fresh water come from?

3 Who wrote The Adventures of Tom Sawyer?

4 In which year did La Salle reach the mouth of the Mississippi River?

5 What are three types of human structures that help control the Mississippi River?

Reference: All Pages
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Quiz
Test your knowledge by answering these quiz questions. 

Page
3 of 3

Multiple Choice
Choose the best answer for the following questions.

1 Jazz developed out of what type of music? 

a Rap

b Country

c Rock

d Blues

2 Native Americans built what kind of boat for traveling the river?

a Steamboat

b Canoe

c Rowboat

d Kayak

3 “Mississippi” comes from Ojibwa, meaning what?

a “Fast water”

b “Long water”

c “Great river” 

d “River of mud”

4  In prehistoric times, what helped carve out the Mississippi River?

a Glaciers

b Earthquakes

c Tidal waves

d Floods

Reference: All Pages
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Key Words Match-Up
Write the words from the list below in the box above the  
correct definition for each word.

Page
1 of 1

basin
delta
ecosystem
floodplain 
headwaters 

levees 
refuge
sediment
species
tributaries

Your
Score is
Your

Score is

      %

KEY WORDS

 1. 
mud, sand, and pieces of rock that 
are moved by water

 2. 
riverbanks built by people to 
prevent flooding

 3. 
a community of plants, animals, 
and their environment

 4. 
streams that flow into a river

 5. 
a large, triangle-shaped area at 
the mouth of a river

 6. 
low, flat land that is flooded by 
a river

 7. 
the region draining into a river

 8. 
a specific group of plant or animal 
that shares characteristics

 9. 
the source or water near the 
source of a river

 10. 
a protected area

Reference: All Pages
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