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World’s Greatest Mysteries
Investigating Ghosts

Timeline 
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.

Page
1 of 1

Number the events below in the order they should appear on the timeline. Write the number  
in the box beside each event. 

Reference: Page 9

Physician John Ferriar publishes An 
Essay Towards a Theory of Apparitions. 
In the essay, he argues that ghost 
sightings are a hallucination caused by 
poor health or stress.

More than 60 percent of respondents 
to a survey held in the United States 
believe they have seen a ghost at some 
point during their lives. 

The first instance of what is believed 
to be a poltergeist, a ghost that moves 
objects and creates noises in a location, 
is recorded in Germany. 

A survey in the United States indicates 
that approximately 75 percent of 
Americans believe in the paranormal. 
These beliefs include ghosts, telepathy, 
and extrasensory perception. 

U.S. photographer William Mumler takes 
photographs with what appear to be 
ghosts in the background. He may have
used a double exposure method to fake 
the images.

A study in Great Britain shows that 
people who already believe in
ghosts are more likely to report 
paranormal activity when visiting
places that are supposedly haunted 
than those who do not.
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True or False
Follow the instructions to complete the activity. NAME

DATE

Page
1 of 1Reference: All Pages

Using the information in Investigating Ghosts, verify whether the following information is 
true or false. List the page number where you found your information beside your answer.

True

False

Page
Number

In August 1956, Charles Edmunds and 
his family moved to a new home.Statement 1

True

False

Page
Number

Robert Mackenzie was known as a 
radical and a rebel.

Statement 2

True

False

Page
Number

Homer was a Greek poet said to have 
lived in 800 bc.

Statement 3

True

False

Page
Number

Often, ghosts are tied to places rather 
than to people.

Statement 4

True

False

Page
Number

When people report ghost sightings, 
researchers investigate.

Statement 5
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Map Activity
Follow the instructions to complete the activity. NAME

DATE

Page
1 of 1Reference: Page 15

Fill in the blanks with the name of each location. Using information found in the book and 
research online, briefly describe the ghosts found in each location. 

1

2

3

Washington

Oregon

California

Nevada

A l a s k a

Idaho

Montana

Wyoming

Utah

Colorado
Kansas

Oklahoma

Missouri

Arkansas

Louisiana
Mississippi Alabama Georgia

Florida

Tennessee

Kentucky
Virginia

West
Virginia

North
Carolina

South
Carolina

Texas

New Mexico

Arizona

Nebraska
Iowa

South
Dakota

North Dakota

Minnesota Wisconsin

Michigan

Illinois Indiana
Ohio Pennsylvania

New
York

Maine

Massachusetts

New Hampshire
Vermont

Rhode Island
Connecticut

New Jersey

Delaware
Maryland

ARCTIC
OCEAN

P A C I F I C

O C E A N

A T L A N T I C

O C E A N

250 Miles

250 Kilometers0

 United States

 Other countries

 Water

Legend

Scale

Canada

Atlantic 
Ocean

Pacific 
Ocean

1
2
3

Mexico
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Fill in the Blanks
Follow the instructions to complete the activity. NAME

DATE

Page
1 of 1Reference: All Pages

1.  wrote several books exposing mediums, including his 1920 work 
Miracle Mongers and Their Methods.

2.  According to a 2018 survey, about  percent of people in the United 
States believe their pet has seen a ghost.

3.  There have been no sightings of the ghost in Raynham Hall since it was photographed

in .

4.  Some believe that the Castle Keep in , Great Britain, is haunted.

5.  In Mexico, people set out candles, food, and gifts for spirits on the . 

6.  A ghost is a dead person’s . 

Use the information found in Investigating Ghosts to help you complete the 
following activity.
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Know Your Numbers
Follow the instructions to complete the activity. NAME

DATE

Page
1 of 1Reference: All Pages

4.  Thousands of soldiers lost their
lives in battle at Gettysburg
in this year.

D. 75

6.  For more than this many years,
visitors, staff members, and even
U.S. presidents have seen ghosts
in the White House.

F. 50

3.  About this percent of people in
the United States believe their
pet has seen a ghost.

C. 1863

5.   One famous skeptic was Harry
Houdini. He was a magician in
the early part of this time period.

E. 1900s

2.  Homer was a Greek poet said to
have lived in this year bc.

B. 200

1.  More than this many ghost
sightings have been reported on
the cruise ship HMS Queen Mary.

A. 800

7.  A survey in the United States
indicates that approximately this
percent of Americans believe in
the paranormal.

G. 40

Using the information in Investigating Ghosts, select an answer from the right and write the 
letter in the box beside the statement.
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Quiz
Test your knowledge by answering these quiz questions. NAME

DATE

Page
1 of 1Reference: All Pages

1 Which building inspired author Stephen King to write his novel The Shining?

2 Was Harry Houdini a skeptic?

3 Where was the first record of a poltergeist from?

4 On which Mexican holiday do people set out candles, food, and gifts for spirits?

5 Which U.S. photographer took photographs with what appeared to be ghosts in the 
background in the 1860s?

6 How many ghost sightings have been reported on the cruise ship HMS Queen Mary 
since it retired?
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Key Words Match-Up
Write the words from the list below in the box above the  
correct definition for each word.

NAME

DATE

Page
1 of 1

culture 
hoax 
mediums 
peripheral vision 

phenomena 
shrouds 
skeptics 
spectral 

spirit 
transparent 
vapor

1. 
a false idea that people are tricked 
into believing

2. 
to be of or like a ghost

3. 
pieces of cloth used to cover a dead body

4. 
a gas or fog

5. 
people who doubt certain ideas 
or explanations

6. 
something that people can see through

7. 
the history and traditions of a group 
of people

8. 
the outer edge of a person’s vision

9. 
a person’s soul

10. 
people who claim to speak to the dead

11. 
events or facts that researchers can study

Your
Score is
Your

Score is

      %

KEY WORDS

Reference: All Pages
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