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Space Exploration

Missions to Mars

Reference: Page 21

Number the events below in the order they should appear on the timeline. Write the number  
in the box beside each event. Check your answers with page 21 of the book.

NASA Pathfinder and Sojourner 
successfully touched down on Mars  
and sent back 17,000 photos.

Viking 1 and Viking 2 reached Mars and 
landed safely. It was NASA’s first great 
Mars success.

Mariner 9 became the first spacecraft  
to orbit Mars.

InSight spacecraft landed on  
Mars successfully and began  
its exploration mission.

The Soviet Union attempted to launch 
probes to Mars. However, the launch 
failed. Even so, the Soviet Union was 
considered to be the pioneer in  
Mars exploration.

NASA launched Mariner 3. This marked 
the first NASA mission to Mars, even 
though it failed within two days.
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Timeline
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.
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