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Number the events below in the order they should appear on the timeline. Write the number  
in the box beside each event. Check your answers with page 9 of the book.

Three days into a trip from Cape Cod to
Bermuda, Willie and Amanda Thorns, 
along with friend Dennis White, ran into 
rough seas. Willie was ripped from the 
boat. Amanda and Dennis drifted for
12 days before being rescued by a 
passing oil tanker.

Richard Van Pham ran into a storm 
during a trip down the California coast. 
His ship badly damaged, he drifted for 
about 4 months before being found.

Teenager Aldi Novel Adilang was set 
adrift when his fishing hut became 
untethered due to strong winds. He was 
at sea for 49 days, drifting all the way 
from Indonesia to the waters off Guam. 
He was rescued when he was able to 
make radio contact with a passing ship.

Louis Jordan’s fishing trip off the coast 
of South Carolina became a fight for 
survival when his boat capsized in 
rough waters. Surviving on rations, 
rainwater, and fish, he was rescued  
after 66 days at sea.

Ari Afrizal was swept into the Indian 
Ocean during a tsunami in Indonesia. 
He was found 15 days later, floating on
an abandoned fishing raft. 

A 3-day fishing trip became a 9-month 
ordeal when the crew ran out of 
fuel off the Mexican coast. The boat 
drifted more than 5,500 miles (8,851 
kilometers) before being rescued. 
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Timeline
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.
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Use the information found in Being Lost at Sea to help you complete the following activity.

1. People traveling by sea can write down their plans. This helps    know  
 when something is wrong and where to start looking.

2.  A great white shark can sense blood in the water from    away.

3.  Castaways need shelter from the Sun. Many life rafts have a  .

4.   is made up of many different salts.

5.  Most life    have kits that provide people with the basics for survival.

6.  A person cannot survive past    without water. 

Fill in the Blanks
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.
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True or False
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.

Using the information in Being Lost at Sea, verify whether the following information is true 
or false. Check your answers in the book. List the page number where you found your 
information beside your answer.

True

False

Page
Number

Wind usually blows faster over the 
ocean than over land because there 
is less to get in its way. 

Statement 1

True

False

Page
Number

If there are many birds around, it 
may mean sea is near.

Statement 2

True

False

Page
Number

A Salvadoran man spent 500 days 
adrift in the Pacific Ocean before 
being rescued in 2014.

Statement 3

True

False

Page
Number

People can survive on just 2.5 pints 
(1.2 L) of water per day.

Statement 4

True

False

Page
Number

Sea turtles can be a good source of 
protein, which helps keep the body 
strong and resistant to germs.

Statement 5
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133A life raft can cost as little as this many dollars to 
more than $12,000. 

12
In this year, Dougal Robertson, his wife, three sons, 
and a friend were lost at sea after a whale rammed 
and sank their boat.

1973Poon Lim survived on the ocean for this many days 
until he was found. 

600
In this year, Maurice and Maralyn Bailey were 
sailing to New Zealand when a whale struck their 
yacht, causing it to sink.

1972
Steve Callahan loved boats. He had dreamed of 
crossing the Atlantic Ocean in a small boat since 
he was this many years old.

Complete the statements by writing the correct number in the box. 

Know Your Numbers
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.
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Using the information on page 21 of the book, name the country that matches the number on 
the map and the search and rescue group found there. Put your answers in the boxes below.

2

1

3

Water

Land

Legend

1,000 Miles

1,000 Kilometers0

NORTH  
AMERICA

SOUTH  
AMERICA

ATLANTIC 
OCEAN

PACIFIC 
OCEAN

ARCTIC 
OCEAN

AFRICA

EUROPE

ASIA

AUSTRALIA

1

2

3

Country Group

Map Activity
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.
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1 What is the purpose of a solar still?

2 How much water must someone drink per day to survive?

3 What is the main food source for people lost at sea?

4 Why does calm water increase the chance of sunburn?

5 What can a castaway do to keep cool if it gets too hot?

6  At what distance can a great white shark sense blood in the water?

7 What two objects can be used to reflect sunlight if flares are unavailable?

8 Where is the International Maritime Rescue Federation based? 

Quiz
Test your knowledge by answering these quiz questions.
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canopy 
castaways 
evaporates 
flare 

hydrated 
rations 
seasick 
spines 

sunstroke 
tsunami 
yacht

1. 
an illness caused by staying in the sun for 
too long

2. 
has enough water

3. 
the stiff, pointed, and sharp parts of animals

4. 
when someone feels ill from moving 
over waves

5. 
a small ship used for fun or racing

6. 
a device that produces a fire or blaze of light

7. 
people who have been shipwrecked 
or stranded in an isolated place

8. 
a shade or shelter

9. 
fixed allowances of provisions or food

10. 
a large, destructive wave

11. 
when a liquid turns into a gas

Your
Score is
Your

Score is

      %

KEY WORDS

Key Words Match-Up
Write the words from the list below in the box above the 
correct definition for each word.
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1 To turn saltwater into fresh water using sunlight

2 2.5 pints (1.2 L)

3 Fish 

4 It reflects sunlight. 

5 Wet his or her hair and clothes with sea water, and take a dip in the ocean if the 
water is calm and safe 

6 3 miles (5 km)

7 Pocket mirrors and cell phone screens

8 Stonehaven, Scotland, United Kingdom

Quiz Answer Key
Compare your quiz answers with the answer key below.
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