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Debating the Issues

Paying College Athletes

Reference: Page 7

Match the year to the correct description. Check your answers with page 7 of the book. 

1 1948

2 1973

3 2018

The NCAA prohibits schools from offering 
multi-year scholarships. The schools get to 
decide if they want to renew these yearly 
scholarships with their athletes.

The NCAA is formed as the Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association of the United States.

The NCAA introduces a “Sanity Code” that 
restricts financial aid for athletes to school 
expenses such as tuition.

4 1906

5 1955

6 1939

Freshman players at the University of 
Pittsburgh go on strike to demand equal 
compensation with senior players.

The term “student-athlete” is first used 
as a legal defense against those seeking 
compensation for sport-related injuries.

An FBI investigation reveals several 
coaches, sports agents, and sponsor 
employees broke NCAA rules and provided 
extra financial incentives to entice athletic 
prospects to join their teams.

Timeline
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.
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People have many different opinions about paying college athletes. Using information 
found in the book and online, briefly identify and explain the arguments used in favor of and 
against paying college athletes.

State which opinion you agree with and why.

Facing the Issues
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.
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Top Injuries in College Sports
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.

Debating the Issues

Paying College Athletes

Reference: Page 23

BASKETBALL BASEBALL FOOTBALL
head

neck
head

neck

knee knee knee

ankle ankle

shoulder

elbow

On the diagram above, label the parts of the body that are most commonly injured in each 
sport. Using the internet and the library, research the long-term effects these injuries can 
have on an athlete. In the space below, explain why you agree or disagree with the argument 
that schools should compensate student athletes for their sports-related injuries. 
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True or False
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.

Using the information in Paying College Athletes, verify whether the following information is 
true or false. Check your answers in the book. List the page number where you found your 
information beside your answer.

College athletes receive free tuition, 
but they do not share in the money that 
their colleges earn from the games.

True

False

Page
Number

Statement 1

After graduation, athletes may not have 
access to the level of medical care that 
was available through their college.

NCAA rules encourage schools to give 
athletes money awards during the 
sport season.

True

False

Page
Number

Statement 2

True

False

Page
Number

Statement 3

To compete, athletes must meet certain 
academic standards each year.

True

False

Page
Number

Statement 4

Most colleges earn money from  
their sports.

True

False

Page
Number

Statement 5
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Paying College Athletes  
by the Numbers
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.

4. The average debt for a  
college graduate in 2017  
was this many dollars. 

D. 47

6.  About this percentage of former 
student athletes have full-time 
employment in the United States.

F. 22,000

3. A yearly sports scholarship is 
worth about this many dollars. C. 88

5.  Athletes in a bowl or all-star game 
can receive cash or gifts valued up 
to this amount of dollars.

E. 70

2. Time commitments for their sports 
can add up to this many hours per 
week for college athletes.

B. 27,000

1. In 2015, this percentage of people 
in the United States followed  
college sports.

A. 40

7. About this percentage of student 
athletes successfully graduated  
in 2018.

G. 550

Using the information in Paying College Athletes, select an answer from the right and write  
the letter in the box beside the statement.
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1 In what year was the NCAA formed?

2 From what four sources do college athletes generate money for their schools?

3 In 2016, how much did the top five college coaches earn?

4 According the NCAA rules, how many hours in a week can a college athlete  
spend practicing?

5 What is the average value of an athletic scholarship?

6 How many college sports offer scholarships?

7 After finishing school, what did college soccer player Nicole Mann go on to become?

8 Which two college sports are the most profitable for their schools?

Quiz
Test your knowledge by answering these questions.
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alumni
hydrotherapy
insurance
lawsuits
merchandise

room and board
scholarships
stipend
symptoms
tuition

1.   
money paid by a company or organization  
to cover certain types of costs, such as  
medical treatment 

2.  
a place to live and food to eat

3.  
conflicts between two people or groups that 
are taken to court

4.  
signs of an illness or disease

5.  
money given to students to pay for 
educational expenses

6.  
previous students of a particular  
school, college, or university

7.  
a sum of money students pay to  
attend college

8.  
a periodic payment

9.  
manufactured goods that are bought and sold

10.  
the use of water to treat injury or disease

Your
Score is
Your

Score is

      %

KEY WORDS

Key Words Match-Up
Write the words from the list below in the box above the 
correct definition for each word.
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