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Building our Nation

The Lewis and Clark Expedition

Reference: Pages 8–9

Make a Timeline
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.

Match the year to the correct description. Check your answers with pages 8–9 of the book. 

1. 1803

2. May 14, 1804

3. November 4, 1804

4. November 15, 1805

5. September 23, 1806

6. 1978

The expedition begins. It sets off  
from Camp Dubois, near what is now 
Hartford, Illinois.

President Thomas Jefferson secretly asks 
Congress to finance an expedition to the 
west. Meriwether Lewis is instructed to 
lead it.

Congress establishes the Lewis and 
Clark National Historic Trail, marking the 
expedition’s route.

The expedition returns to St. Louis, 
completing its journey. Expedition 
members are given land and double pay 
for their efforts.

The expedition reaches the Pacific Ocean, 
near what is now Seaview, Washington.

The expedition takes on Toussaint 
Charbonneau and his wife, Sacagawea,  
as translators.
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