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Building our Nation

The Indian Removal Act and the Trail of Tears

Reference:Pages 8–9

Make a Timeline
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.

Match the year to the correct description. Check your answers with pages 8–9 of the book. 

1. 1802

2. 1803

3. 1827

4. 1830

5. 1836

6. 1838

Thousands of Native Americans are 
forced to move west. Approximately 
15,000 of them die during the journey.

The Compact lays the groundwork for the 
later removal of Native Americans from 
their lands by the U.S. government.

The Indian Removal Act is signed. This 
act allows the government to give Native 
American groups land in the west after 
taking their current lands.

The Cherokee declare themselves a 
sovereign nation, but are not recognized 
as such by the state of Georgia.

After the Second Creek War, the U.S. 
government removes Creek Native 
Americans from Alabama and sends  
them west.

The United States purchases the 
Louisiana Territory from France. The 
government begins to encourage Native 
Americans to move into this land.
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